Willow Lane Elementary PTO Minutes for: November 19, 2013 

In attendance:

Board Members:  Kerry Moser, president; Freddie Becker, co-vice-president;  Mary Jane Marier, co-vice-president;  Becky Klier, co-secretary; Jennifer Kolb, co-treasurer; Adam MacEwen, co-treasurer; Brendon Schwirtz, principal.
PTO Members:  Beth Lilja, Amy Bachmeier, Mindy Hoefer
The meeting was called to order by Kerry Moser at 6:35pm
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
Principal’s Report:

~Mr. Schwirtz shared MCA results

-scores lower than previous year (scores are lower across the state and rest of the district, as well)

-reading test switched from hard copy to computer based 


-tests were more rigorous


-Willow is 51.8% proficient in Reading and 59.3% proficient in math

~Renovations:

-Dec. 2013 – prep work on future gym site (as long as it doesn’t snow – snowfall could delay this prep work until Mar. 2014)


-Mar. 2014 – 2nd floor area above lobby


-June 2014 – front entrance, parking lot, office


-November 2014 – gym, music room will be accessible; project complete

***due to renovations the extended day program and summer school program will not be located at Willow this summer – decision has not been    made on where these programs will be located 

~Conferences:


-Mr. Schwirtz asked for parent feedback on the fall conference schedule


-parents of students in the primary grades felt the 15 minute conference was not enough time


-would like to see teachers making comments in the comment section of the report cards


-there was not clear communication on whether or not students were supposed to attend conferences


-discussion about restructuring curriculum night and open house 
Motion to accept the October minutes.  Motion carried.
Budget: 
~Request for PTO to fund new Smart Boards in 2 classrooms due to the increase in teaching staff in the building this year ($5758.48)

-decision made to use money designated for the second set of Chrome Books to cover the cost of the Smart Boards
PTO Business:

~ Fall Fundraiser
· Amy Bachmeier reported that there will be approximately $14,000 in profits from the Fall Fundraiser
· 50 limo riders

· On-line sales up this year

· 163 students will participate in taping Mr. S to the wall
· Mr. Whalen’s class will be sliming Mr. S.

~The Halloween Dance


-raised about $1495

~Polar Plunge


-Feb. 22, 2014


-the theme this year is “Walk the Plank”


-discussion on whether or not to open registration up to students (10 years and older) – Mr. S is going to check into this


-Dr. Lovett and Dr. Law are going to be invited to join our team


-looking for more plungers to sign up

-raised $3300 last year

~PTO Skate Night at Saints North


-Thursday, November 21, 2013


- Willow receives $1.00 for every paid student admission

~Sit Down with Santa


-Free event on Dec.  13


-will be accepting Toys for Tots donations


-cookies and pictures with Santa

~Spirit Wear


- one last Special Order for sweatshirt and adult t-shirts, orders due Nov. 27


- orders will be available for pick up at the Sit Down with Santa event

~Check the PTO website for more events and information. “Like” us on Facebook.

~PTO member questioned who the Willow Lane contact is at Half Priced Books – Mr. Schwirtz will check into it

ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Next PTO meeting is January 28, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. in the Media Center
